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FAITH COMMUNITIES
3 Steps to Improving Experiences and
Outcomes for Kids in Foster Care

Faith community staff and volunteers in 
children and youth ministries are made 
aware of the impact that trauma, toxic 
stress, and grief and loss can have on 
infants, children, and teens. Building 
empathy and skills in this area becomes 
part of the regular rhythm of preparing 
volunteers to serve all children and 
families well. Free online one-hour 
course available.

• BelongUniversity.com

• Hope for Journey Conference or 
TBRI training

• Local training from TBRI-certified 
practitioner

Retaining foster families, and reducing 
disruption of placement or adoption 
are critical needs in foster care and 
adoption. To be foster friendly,  
research the needs and dreams of your 
current foster or adoptive families.  
Take an interest in how they are doing. 
Then, have at least one on going  
ministry supporting kids and families  
in foster care:

• Wrap Around Services

• Support Groups

• Foster Parent Night Outs

• Or another ministry  
partner model!

At least once a year, commit to teach 
about the importance of caring for 
vulnerable children and families in 
a main gathering, giving people an 
opportunity to respond. Faith leaders 
model foster friendly and honoring terms 
when teaching or speaking about foster 
and orphan care.

• Sermon Outline 

• Sermon Resource Guide

SUPPORT 
Foster Families

TEACH  
About Caring  
For Vulnerable  
Kids & Families

TRAUMA 
Aware

http://americaskidsbelong.org
https://americaskidsbelong.org/foster-friendly-communities/foster-friendly-faith/
https://BelongUniversity.com
https://hubs.la/Q015K9vV0
https://hubs.la/Q015K9vV0
https://hubs.la/Q015K9mW0
https://hubs.la/Q015K9mW0
https://americaskidsbelong.org/lp/get-our-foster-family-wrap-guide/
https://americaskidsbelong.org/lp/get-our-foster-family-support-group-guide/
https://americaskidsbelong.org/lp/get-our-foster-parents-night-out-guide/
https://americaskidsbelong.org/foster-friendly-communities/foster-friendly-faith/foster-friendly-faith-resources/
https://americaskidsbelong.org/foster-friendly-communities/foster-friendly-faith/foster-friendly-faith-resources/
https://hubs.la/Q015-hMz0
https://hubs.la/Q015c2TQ0
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Friendly Faith 
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Foster Friendly Faith 
Community Listing & 
Mobile App!

Business and community support are 
already part of the Foster Friendly App.

This spring we will add faith communities. 
Watch for an application to join our local 
and national Foster Friendly App.
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Foster care is an upstream issue.

Faith communities could be involved in any number of outreach and community 
programs. What makes foster care so strategic? It is at the root of a number of leading 
social wounds. Solving the crisis for kids in foster care is a smart issue, as well as a 
heart issue.

People in your church already care.

Practicing Christians are twice as likely to adopt and three times more likely to consider 
fostering than the general population.

Justice, mercy and grace are themes in scripture.

Who better to be agents of healing for this critical relationship between parents and 
children than a faith community?

Foster care is a non-partisan, unifying issue.

Everyone—regardless of political party, economic status or ethnicity—cares about 
vulnerable kids. Your faith community can find common ground and unite with others in 
your city for solutions.

“We’ve cared for more unchurched people in our community

in the last six months than in the last 15 years, since starting

wrap-around ministry to local foster parents in our community

with the help of Tennessee Kids Belong.

- Ryan McBride, Discipleship and Missions Pastor 
Ridgedale Baptist Church
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